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Marti/Diaz arr. Val Regan
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Yo soy un hombre sincero I am a truthful man

De donde crece la palma From where the palm tree grows

Y antes de morirme quiero And before dying | want

Echar mis versos del alma To let out the verses of my soul

Mi verso es de un verde claro My verse is light green

Y de un carmin encendido And it is flaming red

Mi verso es un ciervo herido My verse is a wounded stag

Que busca en el monte amparo Who seeks refuge on the mountain

Cultivo una rosa blanca | grow a white rose

En julio como en enero In July just as in January

Para el amigo sincero For the honest friend

Que me da su mano franca Who gives me his open hand

Con los pobres de la tierra With the poor people of the earth

Quiero yo mi suerte echar | want to share my luck

El arroyo de la sierra The stream of the mountains

Me complace mas que el mar Gives me more pleasure than the sea

"Guantanamera" (woman from Guantanamo) is one of the best known Cuban songs.
The lyrics are based on a poem by Cuban nationalist poet José Marti,
adapted by Julian Orbdn. The music was composed by José Fernandez Diaz (1928).

There are lots of versions and recordings although it was popularised in the United States
in the 1960s by Pete Seeger, the Weavers and Joan Baez .

José Julian Marti Pérez (1853 -1895 ) was a leader of the Cuban independence movement
as well as an esteemed poet and writer. He is a national hero to the Cuban people.

On April 11, 1895, Marti landed in Cuba with a force of rebel exiles.

He was killed in battle with Spanish troops at the Battle of Dos Rios on May 19, 1895 .



